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It can also be efficiently used
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rigation requires more mainten

and keeping w:

nce, howev-

ex, due to roots/dire chat may plug emitters.
Monitoring drip zones should be done a few

times per season.

It is very important to keep cach type
of delivery method (rotor, spray, drip) on its
own zone. You will set the time on the con-
rroller based on the water requirement for the
plants that zone is servicing. Creating zones
also allows you to compensare for the differ-
ent microclimates of your landscape (sun/
shade). When the different d
are mixed together, different plants may be

methods

getting too much water, while others may not
receive enough. It is also important to note
that as a landscape ages, watering time and
frequency can often be reduced.

Warer conservation concerning irriga-

tion systems has become a hot topicas of late.

Mose sprinkler systems are set to run too of-
ten, yielding runoff and shallow plant roots.
A general rule of thumb is to run the syscem
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controllers  monitoring  evapotranspiration
(ET) help use as licle wacer as possible. Some
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can have on-site weather monitor-

ing devices, or receive data online from local
weather stations.

Ask if your contractor is a certified ir-
rigation designer or certified irrigation con-

actor.
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LOTS NOE cur-

rently certified can install systems in the srare
of Michigan, thete is a growing movement to

mandate li

ensing for all installers. Make sure
your contractor has the required liabilicy in-
surance so you are protected.
Itisimportanttorecognize well-designed
irrigacion systems as an essential part to a
thrivinglandscape. They are casy to maintain
and provide countless benefis ro the user and
the environment. Often, they use less water
than when watering by hand. A sustainable
landscape starts with a sustainable design, so
be sure that the landscape designer you work
wich is familiar with water-efficient design.
For more informarion on irrigation systems,

you can visit the Irrigation Associarion ar

irrigation.org.



