by Bette-Boersma

mei on an inland lake near Traverse Ciy, this issuc’s feacured
home in the Northern region is a spectacular blend of green building
and superb style.

Designer Stephanie Visser of California, formerly of Michigan, had
worked with the homeowners on previous projects. Working wich

them on this home required several commutes back to Michigan

one thing, the innovative green design of the home demanded many
architecrural decisions up front.

The poured concrete walls, for example, had to incorporate all
plumbing and elecerical elements. Tex rubing runs through the con-
crete floors to circulate hot water heat, made ultra-efficient because
of che R-factor of the concrete. An external wood burning furnace
supplies supplemental heat for the water.

“For so many reasons, [ am proud of this home,” says Visser." When
the house is finally complete, it will be an amazing home. I really be-
ot only is it a really big

lieve in the whale process of green building.

movement in home design, but some of my family members have suf-

fered from allergies to the toxic chemicals in fabrics and other build-

ing marerials”

nly does this homes concrere conseruction method preserve

trees, the finish of the interior walls is integral to the concrete. In other

words, this home uses very little drywall for finishing incerior walls.
One of che disrinctive themes of this home is bringing the ou

side in. The natural beaury of the setting flows indoors through large
framed windows that act as framed arc on the walls. In addition, all
light fistures are recessed so nothing interrupts the visual sense of
being ourdoors.

“My approach to home design is to treat it like 3-D art,” says Visser.
very piece is selected for its aesthetics and function. Like a painting,
One more stroke

erything has a purpose and is part of the whole

would be too much, and one less, it's not complere

The neutral stucco and stone exterior helps the home to fit its en-
vironment in a style reminiscent of Frank Lloyd Wrighe. All the out-
door light fixtures are finished in raw steel, which matches the finish
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“One of the distinctive themes of this
home is bringing the outside in”

WWWMICHIGANHOMERESOURCEGUIDE.COM

on the indoor fireplace. A seamless flow has been created
by bringing the materi finishes used outside into

waterfall and a stream running under the fronc walk. Lilac
slare steps are cantileve ¢ like are floating,
“We bring the ourside i 3 i e in the
foyer, just inside the beauriful double front door.
outside entrance has a cathedral ceiling supported by col-
umns.




directly
L. To the right a thre
incorporared inta the space, again bringing the ousside in. The k
o0 the lef has a glass cile ba
ade of rife

ut oak in two tones of cho
t style and these tw

ounter bal
oft lake green. " To

using color to

at the palette, we studied the surroundings,
gain bring the “The property overlook
nd the whole house f

p from the en-

oncemporary and re
Northern Michigan area

en and master suite exuding a
ch doors to the patio. The
scanding tub and glass shower, and of
1 mase » als and design are
her than trend;

alarge w

em with stainle:
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railing and with glass landing. Light from wall
cairs. The upper level over the master suite ho
st bath and a small den. One of the ;
1 product made from sorghum grass) built in “bed

ntained office space with cut stone floor

owner, an
alounge allo




SUBCONTRACTORS PROUDLY SUPPORTING
CIRCLE G CUSTOM BULDERS-PHILIP GOMEZ

Custom Doors & Trim: ZIEGLER WOODWORKS, INC.
Home Security: E.PS.

Kitchen Cabinets: KITCHEN DESIGN STUDIO

Stone, Gravel: KASSON SAND AND GRAVEL
Landscape & Design: LANDSCAPE LOGIC

Fireplace Surround Kitchen Table Support:
NORTHERN IRON WORKS

Stucco Surfaces: SURFACES

Quarts Counter Tops: TOP OF THE WORLD GRANITE
Home & Interior Design: VISSART

Electrical Supply: VOLTAGE ELECTRIC

Circle G
Custom Builders, LLC

Phillip Gomez started building at age
16 and has always been drawn to
the construction industry. He stud-
ied law enforcement in college, but
ultimately chose construction. He
worked for two major construction
companies for the better part of two
decades before he started his own
company, Circle G Custorn Builders.
Currently, in addition to his staff of
eight, Circle G keeps two framing
companies busy year-round, and
works with a team of regular sub-
contractors. Circle G has also found ways to keep material costs
down for clients and developers by forming relationships with
sister supply companies.

The company does everything from custom homes and major
remodels to decks and built-ins. Their expertise ranges from resi-
dential to commercial projects. “We often design custom built-ins
in our shop to install on site," Gomez said.

“We rarely advertise. At least 95 percent of our business comes
from word of mouth or referrals from our clients;’ he continued.

The company is very philanthropic and donates to several local
organizations and sporting teams and an organization that sup-
ports families of active military personnel. When working with cli-
ents, Circle G first strives to listen to their desires and needs. Then
matches their dreams to reality.

“Our goal is to pay attention and communicate, then finish the
project on schedule and within budget;” according to Circle G.

Circle G has known the project owner for many years and has
done multiple projects for him. This history reflects the company’s
value of making every job the best it can be.

Another value the company works toward is building green.
They choose products and materials that are environmentally less
harmful to create a clean, healthy environment for their clients.
For example, Hurd Windows use Guardian glass, one of the few
glass products recognized by the American Cancer Society for its
high SPF rating. Circle G Custom Builders also uses Fresh Aire paint,
which does not emit volatile organic compounds or VOCs inte the
air. "And on the jobsites, we always recycle our waste;" he adds.

Gomez definitely chose the right career path and his clients
certainly have and will continue to benefit from the expertise he
has garnered along the way.

For more information, contact Phillip Gomez at Circle G Custom
Builders LLC 13955 South Lautner Rd, Traverse City, Ml 49684
Email: www.circlegconstr@aol.com; Office phone: 231 944 1190.
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