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A skilled team rejuvenates 
the unconventional charm 
of an Earl Young landmark. 

TEXT BY DIANE KOLAK 
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T 
he town of Charlevoix collectively gasped one fall day when a 
demolition crew showed up at an iconic Park Avenue house 
designed by Earl Young. the man behind the town's charming 
"Hobbit Houses." People stopped to pro Lest and find out what 

the new owner could possibly be thinking, ruining such a special example of 
Young's work in the leafy lakeshore neighborhood. Onlookers were relieved 
Lo learn that the house was noL being desLroyed- quite the contrary, actually. 
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1he workers were on site to begin a reno

vation by removing an added-on garage and 

correcting drainage problems-all while care

fully preserving the house's organic forms and 

unusual character. The builders had taken on a 

serious challenge for a homeowner who wanted 

the extensive project completed by the Fourth of 

July, barelynine monthsaway. And all eyes were 

watching because Earl Young's largest home is 

beloved by the people of Charlevoix . 

One of several houses that attract architecture 

gawkers on the west side oftown, 14581 Park 

THIS PAGE: Earl Young's signature stonework and hill-and-valley rooflines define his iconic style. The homeowners kindly rejected advice to replace the roofing, 

opting to preserve the slow-growing moss. OPPOSITE: A new, higher ceiling makes the living room more comfortable. A warm color palette and varied textures 

create an earthy and inviting feel around a custom-designed marble coffee table. 
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ABOVE: The floor p lan and the ceiling radiate from the home 's massive hearth. BELOW: Original stone walls built by a Danish mason rim the street edge of the 

property. The landscaper, Scott Philp, was able to match new walls he built near the house almost perfectly. 

was designed and built in 1948 for the Sucher 

family. Young desif,'Iled the undulating roofline 

as a natw·al extension ofthe rolling, parklike land 

here, perched just a touch above the sandy Lake 

Michigan beach. Young's vision of a low-lying 

structurew:;tS beautiful but somewhat impracti

cal. Its foundation lay below grade, and its wmsu

ally low ceilings s·eemed just fine to the short 

architect famous for designing spaces to suit 

himsel£ Correcting the problems inherent in the 

desif,'Il was impmtant to assure the longevity of 

the structure. For the new O\\'Il.ers, who sum

mer in the Dutch Colonial next door and use the 

Young property as a guesthouse, maintaining 

historical integrity was a high priority as well. 

Architectural Arm Dufner Heighes of New 

York City developed a plan and worked closely 

withjeffColiins ofGlennwood Custom Homes in 

Petoskey. Sma1t updates included removing the 

tacked-on garage. raising ceilings and lowe1ing 

floors to create a more comfortable interior. '"This 

project expanded my horizons," says Collins. "The 

client told us what he was after, and it wasn't easy. 

Now I know what we're capable of' 

The landscape got a makeover, too.1he design 

by Scott Philp of Landscape Logic in Charlevoix 

accentuates the rolling lines of the house using 

added topsoil combined with a drip irrigation 

system to preserve mature trees. 1he effect is 

simpJe and open. designed to blend seamlessly 
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with the owners' adjacent yard. Philp natural

ized the beach by planting native grasses and 

added a flagstone patio that blends beauti

fully with tlie existing stone walls. New walls 

built to replicate Young's casual design cre

ate a graceful entry at the front of the house. 

Differences between the new and original 

stone walls are imperceptible. 

Inside, a rchitects adjusted the layout to 

better suit its modern use. Aging windows and 

doors were replaced with custom look-alikes. 

The engineering feat that gave the rooms 

another 12 inches of height created a need 

for new stone floors and a wood-clad ceiling. 

The centerpiece of the house, a room

spanning. sunburst-style stone hearth, still 

holds its ground in the living room where it 

miiTors the Lake Michigan sunset every eve

ning. Furniture and interior finishes chosen 

or designed by Dufner Heighes reflect the era, 

staging a sleek counterpoint against Young's 

elemental creation. 

From the street, the neighborhood icon is 

st ill plainly visible and, to most eyes, appears 

LEFT: The kitchen is outfittec in quarter-sawn white 

oak cabinetry. Wallpaper backs the open shelv

ing. BELOW: Light, modern furniture is a coun

terpoint against the freeform stonework. A pair of 

Womb Chairs by Eero Saarinen make an inviting sit

ting area with a view across the lawn to Park Street. 

unchanged. In a cordial gesture of openness, 

the owners held an open house for the com

munity s hortly after the project's completion. 

Townspeople walked past the impeccable 

stone walls, through the custom door, and 

upon seeing the respectful improvements they 

all breathed a sigh of relief. -A 

Diane Kalak is a freelance designer and writer 

from Lake Ann. page9design@charter.net 

FIND RESOURCES FOR THIS HOMF ON 

PAGE 19. 
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